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Tus Lawrence Gasette,* Meerut, of the Sth J 
3 lishes an article 


of Basoda in regard to the a of Afghanist 


* ‘ ‘ 


8 


ignorance of the Afghans has led to the war, 


ae. 


should be the futare Afghan policy of the 
be remembered that Afghanistan 
Empire in the time of Babar 

the country is no diſfieult matter, 

barous people, it is difficult to 

Indian Press is divided in 


ate 
45 5 ‘a * 
. . 
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to two objections : first, that although Yakub Khan appears 
to have secretly instigated the massacre of the British embassy, 
he did not openly rebel ‘against the Government, and, there- 
fore, the public will consider a. against the provi 
sions of the proclamation, secondly, that as the Afghans are 
not yet acquainted with 4 mer . of British rule, annexa- 
tion will increase their animosity, Soma newspapers suggest 
that a member of the Sadozai family should be placed 
on the throne, but it should be observed that the Afghans 
murdered Shah Shuja on his restoration to the throne, and 
that they have long entirely forgotten the Sadozai family. 
Some newspapers are of opinion that the son of Yakub Khan 
or Dost Muhammad should be appointed successor to Yakub 
Khan. This policy will no doubt allay the popular excite- 
ment. But in that case all the loss of life and money which 
the war has involved must be considered to have been in 
vain. Moreover, we will have to keep fifty or sixty thousand 
troops at Kabul to maintain the authority of the new Anir, 
The writer is of opinion that the Government should take 
permanent possession of Afghanistan, and makes the follow 


ing proposals for the favourable consideration of the Gover 
ment :— 


(1) The country should be divided into a number of aa 
independent (sic) States, The different sardars and gover= 
nors should be confirmed in the possession of their districts, 
The Government should enter into q treaty with them, and 


take an annual subsidy from each of them. This policy * 
conciliate them, 


(2) The Government should grant jagirs to the 41 1 
eardars, especially to the descendants of the late Amir, and 
those of Shah Shuja and Shah Zaman, who live at e 5 
on the frontier of Turkistan. we 


(8) The frontier should be fortified. 


(4) The Sikhs and other warlike Indian tribes should „ 
induced to settle in Afghanistan. 


1 Li Peal N 
11 N $ 
, 


) ‘The, British governor of Afghanistan should live 
nt Kandahar... 5 

(6) A railroad to Kundabar ahotid be 
don a8 possible. 

(7) A Legislative Council should be established, consists 
ing of four Huropeans, four Natives of India, and four’ AE 


ghans. One or two Mullas should be also admitted into the 
Council, because they have great influentoe over the Alg l 


The Lawrence Gasette expresses its condurretice wi 
Nawab Muhammad Umar Ali Khan in these e 


that at the time of thé 4 

British troops towards Wb after 
massacre of the embassy, the Afghans did not offer any resis- 
tance, because they believed that only the guilty would be 
punished. But they were disappoitited f in their hopes. As soon 


as General Roberts reached Kabul he issued a proclamation 
to the effect that any Afghans, who were found Garry 
arms in Kabul or within ten miles of the towh \ would 
shot. But as the Afghans habitually never stir fr 

houses without arms, and as it is hot vas A that the 


tion, thous ands of men must have b 

with the provisions of dhe proclamation. More. 
innocent men must have been hanged: by the oourt 
the false accusation of wicked persons anxious to 
theniselves with the British officers, all their 
tated, and their children and dep 

and pennyless. The bodies of those men wh 

burnt and not buried. Thie reign of terror in N 

to rebel. An able civilian should Juve dpa 
to conduct the civil administration. inf 
thing was left in the bauds of General 

fire, sword, and pillage fr 


( 20 ) 


other. It is ‘not obvious wy Yakub Khan was subjected to 
0 much indignity without having been convicted of any 
offence. It is rumoured’ that some Russian despatches have 
been found at his house. But did that correspondence. take 
place before or after the conclusion of the Gandamak treaty ? 
Wali Muhammad, who is anxious to secnre the throne, is 
really the cause of the ruin of Yakub Khan. Some persons 
say that Yakub Khan instigated the massacre of the Kabul 
embassy, in the hope that owing to the near approach of win- 
ter the British avenging army would not be able to proceed 
immediately to Kabul, and that he would receive aid from 


Russia in the meantime. But if he had instigated the mas- 
sacre, he would not have repeatedly sent messages to the nearest 
British camp calling for assistance when the Residency was 
attacked, nor would he voluntarily have surrendered himself te 
General Roberts. The best proof of his i innocence is to be found 
in the fact that when the Gandamak treaty was concluded, 
he told the Government that his people were ina state of 
excitement, and that the British envoy should not be sent to 
Kabul until he restored order. But in spite of this the 
Government immediately sent the mission without et en 1 
sufficient escort. It will be remembered that it was 8- 
pressly stated in the proclamation, which was issned by the 
Indian Government, that if the innocence of Yakub Khan 
was proved, the Government would restore his authority 
at Kabul. In these circumstances it is difficult to realise why 
he has been dishonoured, his house searched, and all hia | pro · 
perty seized. General Roberts should have acted with great 
patience and moderation in dealing with the barbarous and 
unruly Afghans. But being anxious to seoure the credit for 
the successful termination of the campaign as soon as possi- 
ble, he acted with precipitate haste. The ill-treatment of 
‘Yakub Khan, especially his deportation from Kabul, lead his 
wife and his friends to stir up a general insurrootion. It 
appears from recent telegrams that the rebels have been d- 
"persed; but as they have carried Musa Khan wich ‘them; tliéy | 


En) 


may again appear on the scene. Moreover, the King of Por- 
sia is going to Meshed with ten thousand troops. What is 
the object of his. visit to Meshed with such a large ar my 
Has he any designs against Herat? If the Government 
wishes to permanently occupy Afghanistan, it should imme- 
diately send ‘fifty thousand more troops to that country; 
otherwise it should appoint an heir to the th n and with-. 
draw its troops from Kabul. 


The Vrita Dhara of the 29th December ‘(received on the 


ard January) refers to the recent out- 
W break in Kabul, and remarks that the 


present situation seems to have been a source of great anxiety 
to the English public, The Arch- Bishop of Canterbury offered 
prayers on Christmas day for the safety of the Brit's 
troops in Afghanistan, Some politicians in England find 
fault with Lord Lytton for the straits to which the army at 
Kabul has been reduced at present, but this only betrays their 


wickedness. It is easy enongh for any one to brag and boast 
at his own house, bat we are generally at our wit's end as 
soon as we meet an n. An army is exposed to many 
difficulties in an enemy’s country. To say nothing of the 
Afghans, who are mere barbarians, even if Russia espousés 
their cause, we have nothing to fear from them. Sir Frederick 
Roberts is an able general, and we are convinced that with 
his disciplined troops he will soon disperse the ‘Afghan’ rabble. 
The suppression of the present rebellion will convince the 
Afghans of our power, and when they are once convinced 
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that all opposition on their part is quite useless, they ‘will 


quietly submit to our rule. 


NATIVE. STATES. 
The Oudh AH of the 20d , 


( 22 ) 


in rugard to the visit. The Bombay Gazette says that the visit 
means that if there is the least disturbance at any time in 
Central Asia, the Maratha States and the Haidarabad. State b 
will rebel against the Government. This kind of distrust does 
not become our Anglo-Indian:contemporaries. The Govern- 
mont is well acquainted with the loyalty of the natives, and does 
not believe such foolish writings of the Anglo-Indian press. 
If the mere interview of two fendatory chiefs of an empire 
leads to their rebellion, that empire must be considered as weak 
as thread. As long as the English Government conducts the 
administration with justice and impartiality and with a sole 
eye to the good of the people, no insurrection or disturbance 
will ever take place in the country: It will be remembered 
that when all the native chiefs of India were assembled at 
Delhi on the occasion of the late Intperial Assemblage, Lord 
Lytton allowed them to have free intercourse with each other. 
The result of this good policy was that the ill-feeling, which 
had long existed among sonie of them towards each other, was 
removed from their minds. Did the Government harbour f 
mean thoughts as those which occasionally find expression in 
the Anglo-Indian press, it would not have adopted the policy 
in question at Delhi. Sometimes our Anglo-Iudian contem“ 
poraries apprehend dauger from Maharaja Sindhia’s troops. 
Sometimes they urge the anttexation of Kashmir on thé 
ground that the Maharaja could not render adequate relief 
to the people during the late famine. Sometimes they con: 
demn the interviews of native chiefs. How their misconduct 
grieves the chiefs and the people to the heart may be 
better imagined than described. ‘Tlie native States are 
making progress every day and follow the British adminis‘ 
tration as a model. They consider their interests and those of 
the paramount power to be identical. Maharaja Sindhia offer-' 
ed the services of his troops for employment on the frontier, _ 
and expressed his willingness to take personally the com? . 
mand of his contingent. Just compare his loyalty with % 1 
false charges brought against him by our . me 
temporaries. 


( #3) 
The Malwa Akhbdr, Indore, of the 2nd January, publishes 
ton of the am account of the installation of the 
1 20 B e Raja of Dewüs to the throne by Sir 


Henry Daly, the Agent to the Govertior-Geueral for Central 
India, which took place on tlie 26th December. == 


It appears from the Dabdaba Sikandri, Rampur, of the 

5th Js anuary, that the Sultan of Turkey. 

The bestowal ofa Malt bas bestowed a Majidi medal of the 
m Naweb 

of Rampur by the Sulit geoond class wpon the Nawab of Ran- 

mabe pur, probably in recognition of his 


contribution of subscriptions for the relief of the Tarks daring 
the late Russo-Turkish war. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. __ 
The Najm-ul-Akhbdr, Meerut, of the 5th J anuary, rg 

„ that the charges bronght against 
. — E the 30% tahsildar, the girdawar and the pesh- 
_ bar of Meerut,’ by the correspondent 
of the Safir-i-Hind, Amritsar, are entirely unfounded (see 


page 997 of the Selections for the week ending the 27th 
December, 1879). : 


By Hindi Pradip, Allahabad, for J anuary, complains 
anictpal Coramit- that only ignorant traders, such as cloth 
merchants, grain-dealers, G., are 
pai y appointed. members of municipal committees, 
especially at Allahabad. Such men have neither the ability 
to understand administration questions, nor the courage | to 
freely express their opinions. They simply say ditto to what 
the magistrate says. The writer then complains that the streota 
and lanes of the city ere in a very bad state during the rainy 
weather, The writer will refer ta the * Mels in the next 
number. ; i ee 


eS 


The same paper. publishes an article in a facotions style, 
Datis — pa-. in which the writer refers to the 

n senting of dalie by natives 

nn | 

a kind of bribe. 
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‘The same paper states that freedom and happiness have 
The License Tax and the vanished. In order to tide over their 
_ Factory Bil. difficulties the natives should now 
practise frugality, and accustom themselves to hard work. If 
hitherto they worked five hours a day, they should work siz 
hours in future, in order that they may be able to pay the 
new tax. It is part of the general revenues of the empire 
and will not be abolished. Unfortunately we are not allowed 
to profit by any trade or industry. A new Factory Bill has 
been introduced into the Legislative Council. It will limit the 
working hours of the mill operatives in order that the Indian 
mill owners may not be able to compete with the Manchester 
mill owners. We should congratulate ourselves on the fact 


chat land cannot be shipped and transported to mag 
otherwise we would actually starve. 


The ati Mitra, Benares, of the 2nd January, states that 

Pandit Nend Rend Se ig Daya N = er was 
raswa — to deliver a speech at the Bengali 
* — Tola Preparatory School on the 20th 
December last, and a notice was circulated in Benares to that 
effect on the 19th. Accordingly many persons went to the — 
school at the fixed time, but they were much grieved to hear: 
that the Pandit was prohibited by the magistrate from deli- ; 
vering his speech. The city kotwal intimated to the Pandit. 
by order of the magistrate that he should not deliver oud 
speeches for the present. The magistrate’s ing ip 
unprecedented. We cannot conceive the cause of this prohibi- 
tion. It is surprising that while Christian Missionaries 
abuse the Hindu and Musalman religions in public streets. = 
and thoroughfares, Pandit Daya Nand Saraswati was ‘not . a 
lowed to address an educated and peaceful audience on reli- 
gious questions ina hone ie 


Frere inte papi 
under the new civil service rules, and praises Dr. Leitner: 
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for * given him such a good education that he has: been 
considered worthy of admission to the civil service. 


The Dabtr-i-Hind, Allahabad, of the 3rd J anuary, tefer- cis Cheat 
Dr. Hunter's lecture on ring to the lecture delivered by 1 
British rule in India. Hunter at Edinburgh, reniarks that 
the following is ‘the substance of the lecture — 


If, as has been alleged by some persons, the British 
Government had done rio good to India, Dr. Hunter agreed 
that it should not continue to accept the responsibilities which 
its rule in India involved, because no Government had any 
right to rule over a people whom it did not benefit. The 
British ruls has bestowed the following benefits upon the 


natives. bon: us nese 
(1) Order has been introduced in the place of anarcliy. 


(2) The government by law has. been eee in the 
place of the government by the sword. 


(3) The strong can not oppress: the weak, ds was che 
case formerly. 


(4) Thousands of square miles of jungle have ‘bei 
cleared and brought under ‘cultivation, and fover-smitteit 
swamps covered with healthy cities. 


(5) The native States, which were formerly e constant! ly 13 


at war with each other, were now bound e by railway e 
and telegraphs, 


(6) British rule has encouraged. comment aud the, entend ; 


of education and civilisation among the natives. 

The editor remarks that those persons who complain that 
India has reaped no benefits from British rule, are mistaken. 
The continuance of British rule is essential for the mainte-. 
hance of peace among the different Indian races, The inter- 
ests of the country demand that the Government should 
increase its responsibilities rather chan diminish them. But 
it is to be regretted that, owing to 5 9 
terested natives, the Government, has bet 
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expenditure in the educational department leads to the aboli- 
tion of schools, and this is calculated to discourage the spread 
of education. Natives are being entrusted with large powers 
in public offices, and the result i is that nepotism prevails in 

every office, which is prejudicial to the claims of educated 
natives in general. 


(1) The British Government has undoubtedly put a stop 

to the anarchy, which existed under the late regime, and 
introduced order, aud for this we should be always thankful 
to it. 

(2) True the government by law has taken the place 
of the government by the sword, but we are none the 
better for it. The Government i. enacted good laws, but 
unfortunately the officers do not act in accordance with 
them. The police openly oppress the people. Daring - 
thefts are committed every day. The person who loses his 
property does not even report the theft to the police, 
because the police inquiries only expose him to a great 
deal of unnecessary trouble and inconvenience, but. never 
lead to the recovery of the lost property. Some luk- 
dars commit murders, and instigate the Pisis, who live. 
on their estates, to rob travellers and share the spoil with 
them. Some tahsildars abuse respectable persons in open 
court, and realise more than the assessed revende from 5 
the zamindars. The people quietly bear all the tyranny and : 
oppression of the officers. If any person foolishly complains 
of the oppression of any. officer, he himself is convicted 
under section 211 of the Indian Penal Code, and sentenced to 
imprisonment. The jailors do not give the prisoners the» é 
fixed quantity of food, and beat them for small offences, im 
order to extort bribes from their relatives. The chief cause 
of the prevalence of these evils is that since the competition 2 
system has been introduced, the Europeans, who are ad as 
to the civil service, are generally not of high birth. They 
are ill-tempered and hard-hearted, and lixe persons of ‘lo 5 i 
birth. When one Hakim Aulad Ali asked the Hon ble 2 r. 


( 2 ) 


Drummond, the late Commissioner of Agra, to recommend 
him to some officer for a post, the Hon’ble Mr. Drummond 
replied that some men, whom he had already admitted in the 
public service were not well treated by their European officers, 
which grieved him to the heart. Accordingly he took him 
into his private service and paid him Rs. 50 a month from his 
own pocket. It is beyond the shadow of a doubt that the Euro- 
pean officers in these days do not strictly observe the law, 
but act as they please, and treat the people with severity. 
They are very zealous in increasing the revenues, and are, 
therefore, much liked by the Government. As they themselves 
do not belong to good families they have a sympathy with 
natives of low birth, and generally bestow appointments in 
the public service upon dishonest persons. They are invested 

with large discretionary powers, and interpret the law as they 
please. Appeals to higher officers against the subordinate 
officers are practically useless, because the former only 
uphold the decisions of the latter. Hence it is obvious that 
we do not practically obtain the advantages which the Go- 
vernment has provided for us. True, the late regime was a 
reign of terror, but it should be observed that one who is 
hanged or killed by the sword, suffers less pain than one who 
slowly succumbs to death through sickness or starvation. 
In order to put a stop to the oppression of officers, the Go- 
vernment should always take an officer to task when he com- 
mits an illegal act. 


(3) Under the late regime the strong killed the sand by 
the sword, but this kind of death does not give pain more than 
one or two minutes. At present we are tortured bv 
cruel officers with the sword, of ine law: which pee: us * a 
lingering death. 


(4) There is no doubt that thousands of miles of ‘alts 
hive been cleared, but the only benefit 1 we obtained from the 
clearing was that it provided labour for us. The removal of | 
swamps has led to the decrease of sick: Ness but ol what use eis : 


rae 1 
inneres 
8 . wt 
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this decrease when we cannot afford to buy food 10 die of 
hunger ? 


(5) The construction of railroads has 3 friendly 
relations among native States, but it has deprived thousands 


of carriage drivers, bhatiaras, &o., of the means of earning 
a livelihood. 


(6) The increase of commerce, which has taken place 
under British rule, has only enriched the Europeans. It bas 
turned the Indian artizans and manufacturers into’ mere 
labourers. It. would have been useful to the natives had the 
Ruropeans taught them the industrial arts. 


A correspondent* of the same paper, writing from Azam- 
Ghote Lal, the tahsil- garth, complains that Munshi Chote 
dar of Asamgarh. Lal, the tahsildar of Azamgarh, has 
recently given further proof of his religious prejudice against 
the Musalmans, which was calculated to lead to a riot. Be- 
fore referring to the incide nt in question, the writer considers 


it necessary to premise that almost all the subordinate officers. 


at Azamgarh, viz., the subordinate judge, the tahsildar, the 
two sarishtadars of the collector and magistrate, the peshkar 
of the joint magistrate, two inspectors of police, the citx 
kotwal, the postmaster, the deputy inspector of post- offices, | 
e., are Hindus, They come from the same part of the 
country, and a great friendship exists among them. In order 
to hurt the feelings of the Musalmans they decided to hold 
the Dhanushyagya fair on the 4th day of the Muhar- 
ram, and contributed subscriptions for the purpose. No such | 
fair had ever been held at Azamgarh, especially during the 
Muharram, Girwar Singh, the city kotwal, who is as 2 
judiced a man as the tahsildar, reported to the magistrate that 8 
the Hindus would hold the fair on the 4th day of the Muhar-” 


© The same man lately referred to the alleged misconduct of the — 1 


at the Ramlila fair (see page 971 of the Selections for the week ending the 18 
December, 1579), and complained that owing to religious ‘prejudice he 


. the Distriet Superintendent of Folice and the M istrate to traneler 


Anwar Ali, the city Kotwal, and * Muhamma head o 
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ram, and that although no opposition was expected from the 


Musalmans, he deemed it advisable to bring the matter to 
his notice. He should have told the magistrate that the fair 
was calculated to touch the religious feeling of the Musal- 
mans, and suggested that it should be held after the Muhar- 
ram. The magistrate was on tour at the time, and wrote 
to the joint magistrate to see to this. The Hindus pa- 
raded their idol in the streets in the afternoon. on the 
fixed day, and the procession was accompanied. by 
the two Hindu inspectors of police, the kotwal, and 
the tahsildar. Although the Musalmans did not.oppose the 
procession through fear of Government, they are much dis- 
pleased with it. The magistrate has received an anonymous 
letter condemning the tahsildar for having held the fair 
during the Muharram, and threatening that he will be killed. 
The magistrate has sent the letter to the tahsildar for infor. 
mation, which is very surprising. Has this been done at the 


suggestion of the sarishtadar? The Musalmans have decided 


to memorialise the magistrate against the misconduct of the 
tahsildar. But as all the subordinate officers are Hindus, there 
is little hope that he will be able to become acquainted with 
the true state of things, and to redress the grievances of the 
Musalmans. The writer is afraid that in case of disappoint- 
ment, the Musalmans may commit some illegal act. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 3rd January pe : 
— iti We are glad to state that six eadets of 
bationers under the native good family have been admitted to the 
civil service rules. 
of great satisfaction that the civil service ‘question, which 
engaged the attention of the Government for several years 
past, has been settled by Lord Lytton, and the fret Proba- 
tioners appointed under the new rules. One of the six pro- 
bationers is a Muhammadan. We hope that they vill justify — 


the seleot on of the Government. The writer t gives their 
names, 8 — 5 e 5 1 5 3 3 N 


civil service this year. It is a matter 


a. a 
» % ue 


e 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Vairang Mazamin, Mattra, of the 31st December, 
The Indian Association, briefly notices the speech which Babu 
Calcutta. Surendra Nath Banerji, a member of 
the Indian Association, Caloutta, delivered at Muttra on the 
28rd idem. The Association wishes to maintain permanently 
an agent at London, who should agitate Indian questions i in 
England. It has accordingly decided to raise a sum of one 
and a half lakhs of rupees to defray the expenses of the agent, 


and Babu Surendra Nath has been deputed to Northern India 
to collect subscriptions for the purpose. 


The Rahbari Hind of the 6th January gives a brief sub- 
stance of the speech which he delivered at Lahore on the PS. 


December. 
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